Town of Apex

Centennial Celebration

In 1973, the Town of Apex had a population of 2,200 people and was 1.9/
square miles. This celebration honored 100 years of Apex history with 6
days of activities from May 10th to May 15th, 19/35.

CENTENNIAL BOOK & COIN

The Centennial book was a 48-page publication that displayed pieces

of Apex history, different members of the community including clubs,
employees, and churches, and recognized the Centennial Steering
Committee. The commemorative Centennial coin was produced as an
item to purchase and featured pieces of Apex’s identity in both past and
present through images like farming, tobacco, and industry.

=
e ——
1

: e
= Y
? -“.‘- %r
.'!-'.’ & ‘ R
ey — BT T munmer
% L

4
A

;
e
il

e X —
| e e e e T e
E—-—' -:.. —_——— "“ *' 5 Fran & s,

-
- .
o Apex Area Centenuial
4

COOK BOOK

APEX AREA CENTENNIAL COOKBOOK

The Apex Area Centennial Cookbook was printed and distributed by the
Apex Rescue Sguad Auxiliary. The volunteer Rescue Squad, which was
created in 1971, produced the books in hopes they would be passed down
to future generations.

Printed And Distributed By

Apex Rescue Squad Auxiliary
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This certifies that it l 4
13 the owner of __ MEMBERSHIP SHARES
of the

Apex Area Centennial Corp.

HELD AS EVIDENCE OF PARTICIFATION IN

Che 100th Auniversary Celebration

of Apex, N. €.

My 10,-15, 1973

An Witness ,ml'!m'nf, the said corporation has issued this Member-
ship Certificate with its profound appreciation for the assistance given in mak-
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. w . ing this 100th anniversary Celebration of May 10, 11. 12, 13, 14, and 15,
' e & 1973 a historical success.
&N TR 1 -

THE APEX CENTENNIAL CORPORATION

PROUDLY PRESENTS

THE APEX STORY

"THE APEX STORY"™

A Rogers Company Presentation

The Apex Story script was based on historical facts and performed at

the Apex High School football stadium from May 11 through 14, 1973. o i i

It was a dramatic presentation that highlighted historic speeches R AR TR
from documentaries and early newspapers. ----- e Tl

The Apex Story Script is based on historical fact. The dramatic presentation has
been altered only in the interest of theatrical highlights and costuming. Histori
cal speeches used are from documentaries and early newspapers.
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DRESS ETIQUETTE

Community members young and old celebrated the Centennial by
wearing 1870s attire. Many small groups formed for the celebration
week and took portraits in the 1870s dress.

1973 VAULT

A time capsule was buried in The Depot (220 N. Salem St) garden
containing items in glass jars (for preservation) to be opened 100 years
later.

Schedule of EEvents
Apex Area Centennial Week

THURSDAY, MAY 10 — MEDICAL ARTS DAY Clhanirneam: Buddy Holland
Honoring Doctors  — Apex Branch Hospital
Pharmacisis SUNDAY, MAY 13 — RELIGIOUS HERITAGE DAY
EECL Squad Observance in community ¢ igi
. STV y churches of religious
LO; 30 — Calfes hour at Apex Hospital et me i e .

/ 300 = 400 — Visit Howard and Kenton Rest Homes 2:_}:::_1::“1 cach planning owa program (o be
7:00 — Banquet — Ramada Inn 330 — UNION SERVICE — Football Ficld
Ef]uirm.m.. l'.un!lpf b:. l"|1-l.||1|l'$ Community mixed choir with meditative
Assistant.  Addic F. Pegram service featuring Rev, James Stewart and

FRIDAY. MAY 11 — LADIES' DAY Dr. Garland Hendricks — or looking back
9:00 = Sewing Confest and loaking lorward

— Baking Contest — Community Building Chairman ; Bev, Jack Fleming
10:00 — Exhibits open (including old-fashioned MONDAY, MAY 14 — BROTHERHOOD DAY
wilting bea) OO, Jomes Memorial Bldg. _—
1:00 - Eun-.:h.fnnut;i Ramada lnn £.00 AM. Pancake Breakfast for Men

3:00 - 5:00 — Tea Party in Mrs. Ralph Martin's yard Exhibits — Tour of all local industrics including
girman: Mary Sue La Pine State Storage facility
B A Other activitles in connection with Brothers of the

SATURDAY. MAY 12 — HOMECOMING — OLD Brueh
TIMERS DAY Chairman:  Louis Smith

9:30 — Historical walking tour of town, starting ~ TUESDAY, MAY 15 — YOUTH DAY
point at the Library. Two or three tours School Duy — AV, BAUCOM

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Men throughout the Apex community were encouraged to

to be conducted at 3 minute infervals Centennial Dress (Coniest )

N A IR participate in the celebration week by growing facial hair. Those
ol b that grew facial hair were recognized as celebration ambassadors
10 s SN and received a certificate for being a “Brother of the Brush” which

5:00 _ Band Concert — Garner Band — Location to be determined

Music 10:00 chl?ttlgﬂll:lg.rlgilfcut[w Banjo Picking Erening = 700 gjl::#:nﬁ:tni_ Lcition o CO m m e m O ra te d t h e I r p a rt I C I p at I O n .
and Group singing. Chairman: Marsha Anne Heams

/ Exhibits for viewing all day at Community Bldg.

/ - quge spansoved by: Peie's Hardware - Bessley's Stare - Builey’s Floviat —
%Mrhm

This banner is one of 10 exhibits about Apex History.

Do you want to see the full gallery? Scan QR code with your smartphone.




Town of Apex

Indigenous Peoples’ History

Much of indigenous peoples’ history and, specifically, American Indian
history, i1s untold. This record of history serves as a reminder that the

American Indian people and their stories are “silent no more.”

AMERICAN INDIANS
INHABITED WAKE COUNTY

Up until the 17/00s, the Tuscarora tribe lived in Wake County and along
the rivers and waterways of eastern North Carolina.

AFTER THE TUSCARORA WAR

The Tuscarora War, which is considered the bloodiest colonial war In
North Carolina, took place from 1711 to 1715. Following the war, the
Tuscarora people were forced out of their North Carolina villages. Fleeing
for their lives, many of the tribe’s people were displaced throughout the

eastern United States, with larger groups forming in West Virginia and
New York.

TUSCARORA TRIBESME
RETURN TO WAKE COUNTY

In the 1840s, Tuscarora tribesmen returned to North Carolina and lived In
the New Hill area.

TUSCARORA TRIBES
STARTS A BUSINESS

In the 1840s, Thomas Stewart, a Tuscarora tribesman, owned land and built
a Saloon on what is now Old US Highway 1 and Smithfield Road. At that
time, he was able to both own the land and operate the business because
community members assumed he was white, based on his appearance.
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P
A THE FORMATION OF FRIENDSHIP

ok Gomee” | In the late 1840s, four groups gathered as pioneers of peace to create
AT e R ) = . acommunity of kindness and common understanding. Those four
N, - TR g F groups included American Indians, previously enslaved people of

T T ™" color, free people of color, and white (Quaker) community members. The
= v formation of the Friendship community was facilitated by Thomas Stewart, a
G .’ Tuscarora tribesman. His peace pipe was the ceremonial symbol of their unity.

ESTABLISHMENT OF FIRST
AMERICAN INDIAN CHURCH

In 1865, Mount Zion Baptist Church was established as the first American
Indian church in the Apex area to meet in a permanent structure. The church,
located at 2617 Mt Zion Church Road, also served as a school and educated N s 7"
local youth. Reverend Thomas Morrison (pictured to the right) was one of the / e
early Pastors of the church. %

FIRST RECOGNIZED
AMERICAN INDIAN BUSINESS

In 1918, AF (Force) Stewart became the first recognized American Indian
to own and operate a business in the Apex area. He owned two small
businesses, Stewart Blacksmith Shop and Stewart Grocery on Route 1,
Old Fayetteville Road, which is now New Hill Holleman Road.

This banner is one of 10 exhibits about Apex History.
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T : ‘ | i . The first Black church, Christian Home Christian Church, was

"':* e : mh established.in 186.6 under a br_ush arbor. Other Bla_ck churches
Skl L O i o 8 S were established in the following years. Contributing to Apex’s
S i e L R ¥ ,,T‘_(% i wt%«w@;} growth and economy, their members came into town to
ST S - purchase food, clothing, and other necessities.

In the 1880s, Columbo Whalen (CW.) Matthews was the first Black |
man to build and own a business in Apex. The building, located In

downtown Apex at 119 N. Salem Street, was rented to local white

business owners. At that time, CW. Matthews could not legally e

enter the front door of his own building. He instead had to collect _

rent in the back alleyway.

C"J\N‘VMQ%QWS Vv Son ?O r;fw

Yorn Mavl, 15 135, N A \
Died Sepl Db, 1934,

Died Apal 23 1962

In the 1880s, Apex Normal and Collegiate Institute was established
as the only known private school for Black students. From 1923

to 1932, three Rosenwald Schools opened in the areas of Apex,
Friendship, and New Hill through the national Rosenwald Fund and
local contributions. The Rosenwald School concept
was created through a partnership with Booker T.
Washington and Julius Rosenwald.

Their shared ideals resulted in nearly 5,000 schools opening across the
United States to create better lives for Black youth through education and
resources. In the 1950s, the Friendship and New Hill Rosenwald schools
closed and students from both schools then attended the Apex
Rosenwald School, which later became Apex Consolidated.
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There were many Black farming communities surrounding
Apex. The communities consisted of privately-owned
farms and tenant farms. They were generally formed
around a church family and were close-knit in nature.
Communities included Friendship, Green Level, New Hill,
Low End, White Oak, Whops, and many more.

The Town of Apex has benefited greatly from the contributions and
service from Black staff members and elected officials. James Herbert
Matthews Sr., a Black electrician, received a special commendation in
1966 from the Town Commissioners. Other influential staff members
iInclude the first Black Town Clerk, Donna Hosch, who organized the first
Black History Celebration, the Town’s first Black Town Manager, Catherine
(Katy) Crosby, and the first Black Police Chief, Jason Armstrong.

Elected officials have also played a significant role in the diversity of the
Apex community. Clarice Atwater and Nicole Dozier both served multiple
terms, and both held office as Mayor Pro Tempore. In 2019, history was
made again as Jacques Gilbert was elected the first Black Mayor in the
Town’s history.
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. HISPANIC MINISTRIES LAUNCH

ﬁ‘r‘% L" % - '  One ministry that consistently serves the Hispanic community is

oy . T Fiesta Cristiana. Started in 2008 during an exceptionally challenging
economic time, Apex United Methodist Church (UMC) hired Pastor
José Luis Villaseior to serve the Hispanic/Latino community

IN Apex and the greater Triangle area. By 2010, the church was
recognized as a “faith community” by the UMC of __ e
North Carolina and began weekly R L y
services In Spanish.
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The faith community continued =
. to gain support and resources to - - SN
support the growing congregation and e n e -5
community. Fiesta Cristiana now has a Family . |

Resource Center, which provides food, financial assistance, parenting v __ Aanl
classes, tutoring, and referral services to community members. . &
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HISPANIC-OWNED BUSINESSES

Hispanic-owned small businesses in Apex include beauty
salons, car repair shops, supermarkets, and restaurants. Tacos
Mexico, the first Hispanic-owned business in Apex, which
opened in the early 2000s, opened to fill a void Iin western
Wake County with Mexican cuisine. Owner Antonio Romero
started the business as a food truck to bring tacos and
Mexican flavors and quickly grew it into the restaurant it is
today at 209 E. Williams Street.

Compare Foods, which opened in 2013, also opened to fill a void for the Hispanic community. Originally
offering mainly Mexican products, their inventory has grown to now include selections from Peru,
Colombia, Brazil, Argentina, and more. Members of the Hispanic community are able to find foods and
products that represent moments from the countries they feel connected to.

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN

Based on the 2021 American Community Survey, 6% of the Apex
population is Hispanic or Latino. Fifteen countries of origin are
represented In the Apex community, iIncluding Argentina, Colombia,
Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, and more with the largest
populations originating in Mexico and Puerto Rico.

7 APEX LATINO ARTS FEST

The inaugural Apex Latino Arts Festival, held in 2010,

aimed to highlight local Latino arts and culture and to
promote opportunities for common understanding with the
community. Each year, the Festival includes a food tasting
culinary event, children’s arts and crafts workshops, traditional
piNata breaking ceremonies, Latin American dance and music
performances, and an arts and crafts bazaar.

The event is organized by a group of dedicated volunteers that work In
conjunction with Fiesta Cristiana and the Town of Apex. This annual festival brings people together while
affirming Hispanic/Latino arts and culture.

HISPANIC COMMUNITY TRADITIONS

The Hispanic community celebrates and cherishes traditions with
family and fellow community members. One example of a beloved
tradition is Las Posadas, hosted in December each year. Las Posadas,
which is based on a Biblical story, commemorates the journey of Mary
and Joseph in search of lodging for the birth of Jesus.

For more than 10 years, Iglesia Fiesta Cristiana has hosted this tradition
and celebrates with food, pinatas, caroling, and a processional walk
down Salem Street in downtown Apex. Each year, the event hosts
nearly 200 people from different cultural backgrounds.
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Apex was once a small community on the outskirts of North Carolina’s
capital city. Now a place all its own, Apex is a bustling town that lives up
to its slogan, “The Peak of Good Living.”

ACT TO INCORPORATE:
FEBRUARY 28, 1873

On February 28, 1873, the North Carolina General Assembly passed
“An Act to Incorporate the Town of Apex”, officially establishing Apex
as a municipality. The name “Apex” was selected in part to reflect its
geographical position - the highest point - along a 30-mile section of
the Chatham Railroad. The town at that time was one square mile, and
around 300 residents called Apex home.

448 1872-"78—PRr1IVATE—CHAPTER 52.

CHAPTER LIL.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE TOWN OF APEX, IN THE COUNTY
OF WAKE. .

Town incorpora-  QperioN 1. The General Assembly of North Carolina do
enacl, That the town of Apex, in the county of Wake, be
and the same is hereby incorporated, by the name and

mEnrdgov:  givle of the Town of Apex, and shall be subject to all the
provisions of laws now existing in reference to incorpo-
rated towns.

Corporate lmits.  Qpc, 2, That the corporate limits of said town shall be
as follows : One-half mile east, west, north and south from
the centre of the warehouse of the Chatham Railroad |
Company, and shall run with the four cardinal points of |

A the compass.

Officers, Skc. 8. That the officers of thesaid incorporation shall
consist of a mayor, four commissioners and a marshal, and
the following named persons shall fill said offices until
the first Monday of May, one thousand eight hundred
and seventy-three: Mayor, H. C. Olive; commissioners,
A. A. Betts, W. L. Ellington, Q. Q. Hudson, J. McC.
Ellington ; marshal, W. F. Utley.

Electton. ~ Skc. 4. Thereshall be an election held for officers men-
tioned in this act on the first Monday of May, one thou-
sand eight hundred and seventy-three, and each succeed-

~ ing year thereafter, under the same restrictions that State
and county elections are held under, and sll citizens
within said corporation who have resided twelve months
in the State and ninety days in the corporate limits pre-
vious to the day of election shall be entitled to voteat
said election. ' )

Duty of oommis-  Gpo 5 It shall be the duty of the commissioners to

' meet and organize within ten days after their election and

Oath. take and subscribe the following oath : I, A B, do solemnly
B swear, or affirm, that I will faithfully act as commissioner

Prior to the town’s formal incorporation, the downtown area was referred
to as “Log Pond”. The unigue name was based on a small body of water
filled with logs where steam engines would replenish their water supply
on the way to Raleigh after climbing to the “peak” on the railroad.

ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE FIRST TOWN HALL

Apex’s first Town Hall building, located at 237 N. Salem Street,

judicial, economic, and cultural services. The building was
constructed in 1912 and cost $7,500. It housed public safety,
the mayor’s office, a jail, courtroom, open market and trading
center, and an opera house. Today, that facility still serves the
Apex community, operating as The Halle Cultural Arts Center.

OPERATIONS INCREASE TO
MEET GROWING POPULATION

= 1917 marked a significant moment for Town leadership as they

o a\ worked to bring electricity to the town through the creation

\~ of the Electric Utilities Department. Apex was a pioneer by
offering this amenity, since many similar communities were
walting for private electricity to grow and spread past the
few areas in Raleigh that offered electricity to homes and
businesses.

-~

The 1950 US Census counted just over 1,000 residents in Apex. As the

town’s population grew, additional services were provided by town staff

| e to facilitate a greater quality of life. Not only did the population increase,

//// but Apex’s geographic footprint also grew for the first time in 1960 with two
annexations into the town’s corporate limits.

By 1970, the population had doubled to over 2,000, and more space was needed for the growing staff to
support operations. A bond referendum was held to borrow $600,000 for the construction of a larger
town hall facility at 205 Saunders Street that would house several town departments.

NEW FORM OF
GOVERNMENT IS ADOPTED

Until the 1980s, Town departments operated separately, under the
purview of the Board of Commissioners. In 1985, the Town’s charter
was amended to adopt the council-manager form of government,
which combines the strong political leadership of elected officials
with the strong managerial experience of an appointed manager or
administrator. Approximately 100 employees worked for the Town
at that time. The charter was also later changed to rename the
governing body from ‘Board of Commissioners’ to ‘Town Council’.

PRESENT-DAY TOWN HALL
CAMPUS IS CONSTRUCTED

From 1990 to 2000, Apex’s population jumped from 5,000
residents to 20,000 residents. Again, meeting the need for
expanded services and staff, the third (and current)

Town Hall building was opened to the public in 2001. The
address was assighed as 73 Hunter Street, with the /73’
serving as an homage to the town’s year of incorporation.
Opened In that same year was the Apex Community
Center, located next door to Town Hall. In 2021, the Senior
Center was constructed on Town Hall campus.

: k»

The former Town Hall located at 205 Saunders Street was demolished,
then rebuilt in 2010, In the same location that the Police Department
stands today.

This banner is one of 10 exhibits about Apex History.
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WOMEN VOTE IN A MUNICIPAL
ELECTION FOR THE FIRST TIME

After the ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920, women in Apex
could register to vote and participate in municipal elections for the
first time. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 further expanded voting rights
for all women by outlawing practices that created barriers for Black
women to exercise their right to vote.

7
//(4///

WOMEN IN EDUCATION

Apex women have a long-standing tradition of serving youth through
education. The first Apex Public School, built in 1914, established a Ladies
League to serve the needs of the students and school staff. Two well-
known educators with long-standing tenures in Apex are Mildred Cooke
and Jessie Ruth Cunningham. Both taught thousands of students and
shaped the lives of countless families.

WOMEN ADVOCATE FOR LITERACY

White and Black women in Apex worked diligently to ensure the literacy of
~_ residents. In 1957, the Apex Public Library opened on South Salem Street
through a federal grant with the help of Richard B. Harrison (Raleigh)
- librarian, Mollie Huston Lee. The Public Library, with Irene Stewart as
- librarian, served the Black residents of Apex with nearly 2,000 books.

\

*" debate on location, the first desegregated library opened at 131 N. Salem

gdET = W * Street with Rachel Lewter as head librarian. Long-time Apex resident Eva

=8 . peel . == Pcrry passed away in 1986 and left a one million dollar gift to the Town of
== Apex to build a new library, which still stands today at 2100 Shepherds
: Vineyard Drive.

Atwater Appointed

OMEN IN GOVERNMENT First Black, Female

-

Women have served prominent roles in Apex local government Town Commissioner
throughout the last 150 years. Clarice Atwater was a pioneer for women | R —

iINn Apex government, serving as the Town’s first female and Black elected
official and Mayor Pro Tempore. Clarice was first appointed to the Board
of Commissioners on March 10, 1981, which demonstrates the respected
role she held within the Apex community. She was formally elected by
voters to the Board later that year and served until her retirement in 1993.
The Town’s first female Town Manager, Catherine (Katy) Crosby (2021),
continues that legacy of female leadership alongside many others Iin
leadership roles.

Community g:}endar

The Tewn of Apex held Page Apex High School's
its first annual o Academy of Information
Conservation Days Colurnns, Oon Technclogy recently
on se;]tulrlday in the Page 4A held its at:mual
own hall courtyard raduation banguet
Page 21!\rty Obituaries . Page 1B .
Page 8A

Apex, North Carolina, The Peak of Good Living

FINDING THE PERFECT TOWN SLOGAN

A slogan competition in 1975 yielded the phrase “The Peak of Good
Living” submitted by then Town of Apex employee, Elva Maynard. The
now trademarked slogan still rings true today, with many businesses
and organizations creating their own version of the slogan to appeal to
customers and community members. Residents and non-residents alike
recognize and remember the slogan, which has become as emblematic of

P.O. Box 1539, Apex, NC 27502 50 Cents

==

Peak of slogans

Elva Maynard
recognized for
coining ‘Peak
of Good Living’

By SHawn DarLey
EDToR

Nearly everyone whao lives
in town or does any type of
| business locally knows the J

slogan, “Apex, Peak of Good  §
I ‘.'.mg."

It is on water towers, web-
Sites, and town correspon-
dence, If an Apex official is
giving a speech its usage is
almuost guaranteed. If it's an
election year you don’t want
1o cven begin counting how
many Limes the slogan is
spoken.

Heck, it's even prominent-
ly lfmpl.]yx'd ecach week on \
the front page of The Apex [ T F——

Herald Elva Maynard holds the town proclamation that recognizes -
Most people have no idea her as the originator of the lown slogan. t h e t O ' I l I l I I I I
: whi re the Phld‘«'Um:ill.\h‘d. W a S I S O W a e
i Even the town didn't recog=  noon during her 90th birth-  and as the person who orig- ]
A 4§ nize the crafty wordsmith in -~ day celebration, inated the tlown slogan.
more than 30 years, Town clerk  Georgia  Evangelist also provided -
But that long overdue |'hl“)‘,l'|l‘~| surprised  thoughtful personal tor
. . Pueno av Jusow Maoasin - recponition was  finally  Maynard with a proclama- y i ol
nds and family looking on Elva Maynard, sealed, recelves a town proclamation bas h)'::.l‘(.d upon [;1\,?1 tion that praised ht'r 19-year 2%1(531‘m%xt1:‘r§llflilﬁ: ?
and small photo album from town clerk Georgia Evangelist. Maynard on Saturday after-  service as an Apex wupléyee Blonss B
/ S ————— '

WOMEN IN BUSINESS

Prior to 1945, many women operated businesses within their homes

or provided services / trades around the town. In 1945, Addie Pegram,
who was the first female to graduate from the UNC School of Pharmacy
and one of the first female pharmacists in North Carolina, opened
Pegram’s Pharmacy at 119 North Salem Street. Soon after, Apex
Pharmacy opened under ownership of Margaret Perry at 100 N. Salem
Street. Today Apex Is home to many women-owned and women-led
businesses In apparel, cosmetology, grocery, and other services.

This banner is one of 10 exhibits about Apex History.
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BEFORE FORMATION OF PARKS
AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT

The first Town Hall, constructed in 1912, was the epicenter for residents and
offered recreational amenities like silent movies and dances for the community
of over 300 to enjoy. Before the Parks and Recreation department was
established in 1987, the Town of Apex contracted a community member to
organize youth athletics like football, basketball, and baseball on Saturdays at
local schools including Apex High School, Apex Elementary School, and A.V.
Baucom Elementary.

BOND REFERENDUM APPROVAL
SHOWS RESIDENT SUPPORT FOR
PARKS AND RECREATION PROGRAMMING

In 1996, a six million dollar bond was approved by Apex voters. The bond
funded construction and renovation of Apex Community Park, Jaycee
Park, and other projects. The renovation of the Apex Community Park was
a multiphase project which started with building additional fields near the
Laura Duncan Road entrance. The bond served to enhance quality of life
through new athletic and recreation opportunities via walking paths and more
offerings In organized sports.

ADDITION OF “CULTURAL RESOURCES”
TO DEPARTMENT NAME AND MISSION

INn 1998, the Parks and Recreation Department changed its name to Parks,
Recreation, and Cultural Resources. The name change spoke to the intention
of the department, then and now, to create programming that mirrors the
Increased diversity of the Apex population over the years. The Cultural
Resources piece of the department focuses on providing events, space, and
programming for everyone and consistently seeks new ways to engage those
that call Apex home.
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S ¥ For over 25 years, two groups have been involved in community

WG 84 support and advocacy for the town’s Parks, Recreation, and Cultural
Resources efforts. The Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission
consists of appointed Apex residents that review projects and policies.
Citizens for Apex Parks (CAPS), is a 501(c)3 that promotes department
projects to the community. Both groups contributed greatly to the voter

» approval of additional bond referendums in 2012 ($12 million) and 2017 ($48
million), further developing parks programming and construction.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
IN PARKS PROJECTS &

INn 1999, Apex community members expressed a desire to create a unique playground
for all ages and formed a committee of local neighborhood representatives to
accomplish that goal. They worked with the Town to find a suitable site and, after
many months of public engagement with residents and events at local schools,
plans for an all-wood community-built playground at Kelly Road Park called
Kidstowne were created.

Another community-inspired project, Rodgers Family Skate Plaza at Trackside,
opened in 2015 to provide a safe and designated space for skaters and
skateboarders. The amenity, located at Hunter Street Park, was the result of a

collaborative effort between Apex youth, CAPS, Town officials, and Town staff. //
///

el

LAND DEDICATIONS ASSIST IN PARK AND
ADDITIONAL AMENITY DEVELOPMENT

Since 2001, parks, greenways, and indoor recreational amenities have often
been developed through a land dedication ordinance. The ordinance is a
special authorization enacted by the North Carolina General Assembly and
grants the Town of Apex the ability to require residential developers to set
aside land, pay a fee-in-lieu, or construct greenways or park facilities for
public recreation. Fees paid are used to purchase land, develop park properties,
and provide recreation and open space amenities for residents to enjoy.

FORMATION OF MASTER PLANS

In the early 2000s, the Town of Apex saw a need for long-range planning for
Parks and Greenways, and dedicated staff time and resources to developing
plans that would guide the next 10 years. The Town of Apex has adopted updated
master plans to guide the focus and direction of the department, with substantial
public input to identify areas of need and desired amenities.
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In 1869, the Chatham Railroad was completed, and included a 30-

mile track running from Haywood / Haw River to Raleigh. The railcars
freguently transported turpentine, timber, farm products, and minerals to
the capital city and beyond. During this time, the first Apex Depot was

g
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= N AN built to enhance commerce in Apex. This economic boost brought more
\ ST i people to Apex and kick-started the path to incorporation in 1873.
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From 1905 to 1907/, three tobacco distribution warehouses opened In Apex
- the Golden Leaf Tobacco Warehouse, Apex Planter’s Warehouse, and
Apex Farmer’s Consolidated Tobacco Company. These three warehouses
made Apex the standout leader for tobacco sales in Wake County.
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1906 brought the completion of the Durham and Southern railroad,
which spanned 50-miles from Dunn to Durham. This rail line often
§ transported lumber, cotton, tobacco, and other raw materials to
Il e eaansg City markets. In Apex, the first Depot had burned in a fire and
————— —— W% \vas replaced with a second Union Railroad Depot in 1914. With a
new depot station and additional rail connections, Apex became the freight
delivery hub of western Wake County and saw tremendous economic growth.

On June 12, 1911, an extensive late-night fire destroyed most of the
wooden downtown buildings in Apex. But the Apex community
quickly resolved to build again - this time with brick! The fire
devastated many businesses and caused tremendous damage, but ;; e
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the labor behind the brick rebuild of downtown paid off, and many "‘”*7"‘“&-!-' “"‘E 1 "'
of the existing buildings still retain that same brick today. . &
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Around 1922, the Apex tobacco market collapsed when a bacterial disease
called Granville Wilt killed tobacco plants across the state. With less supply,
farmers began transporting tobacco to more distant but better-paying
markets after local attempts failed to create cooperative pricing. This
downturn, combined with a statewide recession, caused economic turmoill
and a population decline in Apex prior to the start of the Great Depression.

INn 1959, the Research Triangle Park was established through a nonprofit venture
of academic, corporate and political visionaries with the goal to attract high-
paying research and technology-based companies to the Raleigh-Durham-
Chapel Hill area. The name “Triangle” stemmed from the University locations.
Shortly after, construction began on the “new” US Highway 1 corridor which
paved, literally, the way for manufacturing operations to come to the south

side of Apex. The attractive employment opportunities of the area created a
large demand for housing, and Apex evolved into an attractive community for

personnel to live.

THE RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK

C o (BL S The 1990s saw a large population boom for Apex, which led Apex Town !
| | ‘ i Jiry .u / Council members to invest heavily in infrastructure improvements. '
gl  ——__ dﬂ”” Some of those improvements were the completion of the Cary-Apex
‘water plant at Jordan Lake in 1993, the completion of two large sewer
pumping stations in 1995, and the downtown streetscape beautification project |

N 1996.
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Downtown Apex, often regarded as the crown jewel of town, is the area
of Salem Street from Hunter Street to Highway 55. The area is home to
unique restaurants, shops, and professional services. It stands today with
many century-old buildings telling our small-town character story.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DOWNTOWN

In 1871, Daniel Mann established a general store and, in October, was approved
for the store to become a Post Office franchise. After Apex’s incorporation in
1873, Mayor Henry Calvin Olive built a new home for his family at 103 South
Salem Street, which still stands today.

DOWNTOWN AS A SOCIAL
AND ECONOMIC CENTER

Apex began as a one square mile town, with the downtown area as the
social and economic center. Community members came downtown not
only for groceries, clothing and farming needs, but also to socialize. One
resident took it a step further by building her home, located at 316 North
Salem Street, to face the downtown area rather than facing the road. Mrs.

ORIGINAL BUILDINGS
ARE CONSTRUCTED

From 1901 to 1910 much of the downtown area was transformed into

a commercial hub, with buildings lining the streets for the booming

~ tobacco markets. In 1908, the first brick commercial building was

A constructed and was the key architectural influence for every structure

that followed during the economic boom in the early 1900s. 1910 brought

T EETE | . the construction of many homes near North Salem Street from Center
= e Street to Hunter Street; many are still standing today.
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FIRE DESTROYS ORIGINA
DOWNTOWN STRUCTURES

In February 1905, a large fire destroyed a large section of downtown that
had wood-framed buildings. A fire in the summer of 1911, known as the
Great Fire, destroyed most of the downtown. The Great Fire changed

the thinking about materials used for construction, and resulted in all e "= e |
buildings being rebuilt in brick. Today, downtown Apex remains one of SRR & i

the few “intact” downtowns with buildings dating back to the early 1900s.
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AS NATIONAL HISTORIC DIS

In 1994, 83 properties, on approximately 48 acres in downtown Apex, were
designated as a National Register Historic District. The district was expanded
INn 1995, 2002, and 2008 to incorporate the area now recognized as the
historic district and includes buildings and structures on 172 properties. The
downtown and surrounding neighborhood is considered one of the best
examples of an intact turn-of-the-century railroad town in North Carolina.

Any changes to existing structures or new construction in the area receives

extensive review, ensuring that downtown Apex retains its historic character.

REVITALIZATION OF DOWNTOWN

In the late 1900s, downtown Apex had succumbed to a significant economic
hardship, and many businesses closed their doors and boarded their
windows. In an effort to revitalize downtown, Town leadership began a
beatification process in 1996. This project included burying power lines and
iInstalling antique-style streetlights along the core area of North Salem Street.

__ PLANNING FOR
llll DOWNTOWN APEX’S FUTURE

I . .
| 2019, Apex Town Council unanimously voted to adopt a Downtown

5 Master Plan & Parking Study. The plan was the result of extensive public

= 4 8 PP e input and dedicated work by an engaged steering committee, and is
Towe - ‘ i : | intended to be the primary vision-setting and policy-directing strategy
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Public safety has taken many forms in Apex’s history. Once primarily
comprised of volunteers, the Town’s fire and police services are now
provided by paid departments, accounting for nearly 20% of the Town'’s
operating budget each year.

APEX POLICE DEPARTMENT

In 1873, with the formal incorporation of Apex, the town appointed W. F. Utley

as the first Town Marshal. He was charged with promoting justice, peace,

and safety in the Apex jurisdiction. L. P. Olive was the first Police Chief,

and began working for Apex in 1905. The department has experienced
tremendous growth from its beginnings, moving from all volunteer officers
under the direction of a paid Chief to now nearly 100 sworn police officer
positions in the department.

The department has also enhanced their services to the public through
the addition of a Community Policing Unit, a Special Response Team,

and a Traffic Unit. Additionally, it has become more involved in task

forces like the North Carolina Information Sharing and Analysis Center

and Internet Crimes Against Children. In 2014, the Apex Police Department

—  recelved Advanced Accreditation from the Commission on Accreditation for Law
Enforcement Agencies, a program that has become the primary method for an agency
to voluntarily demonstrate their commitment to excellence in law enforcement.

The department started from humble beginnings, with a small office space for police at the old Town Hall
on Salem Street. In 2000, the department moved into the Town Hall building then located on Saunders
Street. Now In their current building at 205 Saunders Street, the Apex Police Department occupies a
34,000 square foot modern police facility, with substations in other areas of town.

APEX FIRE DEPARTMENT

Before the late 1930s, there was no ‘official’ fire department. Fire protection
services consisted of anyone who came to help after hearing the fire alarm
sound. The Town owned an American LaFrance fire truck and parked it outside
of the old Town Hall on Salem Street, but the truck often had to be towed
to a fire scene. By 1938, many residents had increasing concern over the
lack of organized fire protection. In response, nineteen men chartered the
Apex Volunteer Fire Department in 1939. The first fire apparatus was a $35
dump truck that was remodeled to become a hose truck. In 1954, the Apex
Fire Department volunteers completed construction of a three-bay brick
firehouse iIn downtown Apex, which is part of Station 1 today.

fid

As the town grew, so did the need for increased fire services. In 1990,
the Town created four paid positions - Captain, driver (Engineer), and two
Firefighters. These four staff members worked during the week since most of the
volunteers had day jobs. In 2002, the Apex Volunteer Fire Department merged with
the Town of Apex, which had then expanded paid personnel to a Chief and 12 Firefighters.

The Fire Department offered the first cadet academy in 2009, and since has offered two additional cadet
programs. Cadets are offered paid positions while they train to receive certifications in Firefighter | & I,
basic EMT, and more.

Fire Stations have now been built in six areas of town to meet the needs of our growing community. In 2021,
the Apex Fire Department received a Class 1 Fire Protection Classification, which placed the department

INn the highest rating category available and with the top 1% of fire departments in the nation for Public
Protection Classification.

RESCUE SQUAD / EMERGENCY SERVICES

In 1971, the Apex Volunteer Rescue Squad was founded by thirteen members
of the Apex Jaycees. The Rescue Squad used a donated 1956 Pontiac
ambulance, and then a donated 1972 Chevy van, to answer calls. In their first
year, the group answered 167 emergency calls. By 1977/, the Rescue Sguad
was ready to hire the first full-time staff and received new tools to aid In
rescue like the jaws of life, which expanded their capabilities in extrication
and technical rescue.

Twenty vears later in 1997, the Rescue Squad changed their name to

Apex Emergency Medical Service, Inc. (Apex EMS) after rescue duties were
transferred to the Apex Fire Department. By this time, Apex EMS was providing
paramedic-level service to the community.
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In 2010, Apex EMS merged with the Town of Apex, initially as part of the fire department, and, in 2011,
became a separate town department. In 2018, Apex EMS ended operations as a municipal-based
department, and Wake County EMS began providing service in Apex.
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